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President’s message
In this month’s newsletter is part 1 of a look at the history of 979fm which has

“Tracing the history of a

been put together by Bill Lucas, a long time member and former President of the

community organization

radio station
979fm has been serving the Melton community for over 30 years. The Melton
Community Radio group first begun in 1980 and became and incorporated organization in 1985. Over the years we have been called Satellite City Radio, 3RIM
(which stands for Radio in Melton), Melton FM, and 979fm In the early days the
radio station broadcast out of some rooms upstairs at the Regional Shopping Centre, which is now Woodgrove Shopping Centre.

The transmission antenna was on top of the building and the signal only cov-

is an interesting activity
yielding a lot of information about the successes and hardships

on the way to the pre-

ered the township of Melton. The transmission site later moved to Mount Koroit

sent and the involve-

and covers the entire City Of Melton and surrounding areas After a fire at the Re-

ment of community

gional Shopping Centre we were invited to build studios at Mowbray College
(Patterson Campus). 979fm was based at Mowbray from 1991 to 2012 when the

leaders.”

college closed after going into voluntary Receivership.
After broadcasting from a temporary location for 13 months the station began
broadcasting from our new studios at Victoria University, Melton South. 979fm
rests on the shoulders of the people who helped form this station back when vinyl
was King (isn’t it again?), cassettes were considered hi-tech and mp3’s were unheard of ,
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Alien Attack!

Johnny Soprano at the Fun Day for the Melton South Junior footballers

The Bus and fun days for kids
979fm is happy to assist community groups at the days of celebration and fun.
The Melton South junior footballers held just such a day at the Recreation Reserve in Reserve Road on June the 15th. Hundreds of kids and their parents came
out to play on this Sunday morning to reward the young footballers for all their
hard work during the season. At 8:00 am we set the bus up at the edge of the
ground and awaited the onslaught of the teams. At the same time parents were
setting up activities and a barbecue while a jumping castle was inflated.
At 9 O’clock two teams ran out on to the ground for a real game of footy. Because they were not full sized footballers, the ground was also a bit smaller than
usual to accommodate them. Parents and friends set up a mini–ground in the
centre of the oval and the kids had a great time. After that it was fun time with face
painting, footy kicking and of course eating. The barbecue was very popular with
everything from eggs and bacon to sausages and onions.

Leonie about to be abducted

Finally the stars of the show arrived: “The Transformers”. They were well received by everybody and proudly strutted their stuff. Even we in the bus got a visit
and these aliens from another world granted us interviews. Of course Leonie was
wrapped as you can see in the picture opposite.
Local radio can help celebrations by playing music, making announcements
and publicizing the event live to air.

Bumble Bee was a favourite
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How long has
community
radio been in
Melton?
FM radio licences are
very difficult to obtain and
there are presently none
to be had because the
FM band is “full” Luckily
a small committee of concerned Meltonians got in
early and obtained one

Dave Toms and Stephanie Novak in studio 1 at the Regional

Our Early history
The “Mail” Wed 22nd October
1980

In 1980 the radio scene was a lot different from the one we see now. Computers
had not taken hold and we listened to the radio and watched the newly introduced
colour television for entertainment. Correspondence was by mail or telegram.
Melton was a shire with only about 10,000 people and we were isolated from Melbourne with generally poor transport connections with the city.
A small group of concerned citizens thought that our community would benefit
from having our own radio station. Such an outlet could broadcast information of
interest about our town and the various community organisations and club activities. The Federal Government had only recently opened up the FM radio band to
community licenses and was accepting submissions from interested groups. We
thought we had a pretty good chance of obtaining one. Melton Community Access
Radio was formed and the process of obtaining a licence was begun,
Firstly, equipment was begged or borrowed and we started doing “simulated”
broadcasts at “The Regional” in order to become proficient at broadcasting. Money was a big problem, as all aspirants for a licence had to prove themselves financially viable. We took up the challenge of raising money by holding fund raising
activities such as the “Miss Melton Pool” beauty contest, supervised discos for
kids at Victoria Hall in South Melton and other social functions.

First test broadcast with Bryce
Aston, Derrick Parkin and Shire
President, Malcolm Peacock

At a meeting in 1981 a provisional licence was granted for us to do test broadcasts to find out which frequency would not interfere with local TV reception. Finally we were given a licence for 95.5FM and began broadcasting in 1985. Look out
for next month’s newsletter for more of the story.
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Miriam and Robbie Vella have
entertained and informed the
large Maltese community for
many years and have a large
following, judging by the number
of phone calls received during
the program on Tuesdays
The voice of Daniel Lagos is well
known to all Spanish speaking
people over most of Melbourne.
His informative program reaches
listeners in many parts of the city
and he has a large listenership
on 979fm and other stations.

Long standing foreign language programs reach many listeners

Radio meets the needs of our
new Australian citizens
Apart from SBS, radio does not do a particularly good job of endeavouring to integrate new arrivals into our society. There are several ethnically based stations catering exclusively for migrants of a single community, such as the Greek, Italian and Chinese communities. Community radio
stations are able to reach the communities of new arrivals predominant in
the broadcast area of each station. 979fm has a range of foreign language programs which are of appeal to the migrants in the western suburbs. A quick look at our program guide reveals a diverse assortment of
ethnic groups with their own programs. Daniel Lagos has been with the
station for a number of years bringing all the news from the Spanish
speaking countries of Latin America to the local communities here in Melbourne. Not far behind Daniel are Miriam and Robbie Vella, who have a
vast audience of Maltese speaking listeners if the number of phone calls
received during the program is any indication. We know from surveys that
the listenership to multicultural broadcasts extends well outside Melton.
Another extremely popular program is the Voice of Samoa. During this
program the phone rings constantly. The Reverend Pio and Tony do a
great job of bringing news from home to the islander communities sprinkled around the west. Not to be outdone are the Croatian and Serbian
programs with Josip Djopa and Djorde Djukic. Early on Friday mornings
you can hear the Greek program with Sister Diavatis. Bringing listeners
the voices of many cultures is a feature of 979fm’s weekly programming
and we are happy to be able to provide the service. The Dutch program
with Frank Val is now back on air after a long absence and of Course we
have a regular Aboriginal program with Ed Story.

Foreign language programming
Community radio is an ideal
medium for reaching out to
newly arrived and longer standing migrants. Melton and the
westerns suburbs have a good
share of the population who
speak a language other than
English at home. Some communities are large and widespread while others are not so
well represented and exist in
pockets in various suburbs.
Community radio reaches out
to these people with programs
in their own language, thus
reducing the isolation that
some must feel.

Melton has an ever increasing number
of Samoans and people from other
Pacific Islands. Rev Pio leads a group
of Samoan presenters who give the
listeners an entertaining and informative
Samoan program. From the beginning
of the program until they go off air, the
three lines into the station are jammed
with phone calls and many go unanswered. The Samoan program is our
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You have to really love radio
to stick at it for
20 years: unpaid
Community radio is a
passion with those who
put in hours every week
sitting behind the microphone. Kaye Nicholls is
one announcer that has
been doing just that since
1985, Read her story

“Nicholodeon” with Kaye Nicholls on Tuesday at 8:00 am

Mowbray year 10 student
Chris Frangou with his own
program

Presenting a professional
sounding radio program is
not easy and there is a lot to
learn about speaking, reading and editing. Community
radio allows people with a
passion to indulge themselves on radio and entertain the listeners

Announcer of the month :
Kaye Nicholls
Kaye is a veteran of Community Radio in Melton. Just ten months after we
began broadcasting in 1985, Kaye joined the station and she has been an active
member of our team ever since. Of course in those days we were known as 3RIM
and there have been several changes to our name and frequency since those
days. After the bushfires in 1985 Kaye began her interviewing “career” by letting
us know all about the effect of the fires on a the town during an interview with the
Shire President, Malcolm Peacock. Ever since then she has been very involved
with interviews of business owners in the town. The “Melton Pot” was a must listen
to program which covered news and views about Melton.

When we were at Mowbray College, Kaye was one of the teachers of a radio
course for year 10 students which saw several students take on their own programs after school. Along with Janet Gratton, she handled large classes and got
the students interested in voice production and putting together a script for radio
programs. The kids were quite appreciative of the work of the teachers.
In the evening she also assisted in the Certificate 1 and 2 radio course on
behalf of Holmesglen TAFE, which saw several of the 979fm presenters become
TAFE certified. Getting involved in education is a very time consuming job requiring a lot of dedication.
Kaye presently has a program of music and topical subjects on Tuesday mornings from 8:00 till 10:00. In 2013 this program was presented with the “Best Community Program” award. Tune in to Kaye next Tuesday!
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